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The Economy of Roman Religion

This interdisciplinary edited volume presents twelve papers by Roman historians and
archaeologists, discussing the interconnected relationship between religion and the
Roman economy over the period c. 500 BC to AD 350. The connection between Roman
religion and the economy has largely been ignored in work on the Roman economy, but
this volume explores the many complex ways in which economic and religious thinking
and activities were interwoven, from individuals to institutions. The broad geographic and
chronological scope of the volume engages with a notable variety of evidence:
epigraphic, archaeological, historical, papyrological, and zooarchaeological. In addition to
providing case studies that draw from the rich archaeological, documentary, and
epigraphic evidence, the volume also explores the different and sometimes divergent
pictures offered by these sources (from discrepancies in the cost of religious buildings, to
the tensions between piety and ostentatious donation). The edited collection thus bridges
economic, social, and religious themes. The volume provides a view of a society in which
religion had a central role in economic activity on an institutional to individual scale. The
volume allows an evaluation of impact of that activity from both financial and social
viewpoints, providing a new perspective on Roman religion - a perspective to which a
wide range of archaeological and documentary evidence, from animal bone to coins and
building costs, has contributed. As a result, this volume not only provides new information
on the economy of Roman religion: it also proposes new ways of looking at existing
bodies of evidence.
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