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Europeans Globalizing

Mapping, Exploiting, Exchanging

Over the course of 150 years, Europe's protean technologies inspired and underpinned
the globalizing ambitions of European nations. This book aims to show how technology
mediated European influence in the rest of the world and how this mediation in turn
transformed Europeans. Europeans mapped, they exploited, and they exchanged - their
interactions ranged from technological and biological genocide to treaties of cooperation
and the construction of elaborate colonial infrastructures. Quite aside from the enormous
variety of political settings, cultures and colonial programs, interrelations created
dependencies on both sides. Cultural transfers were rarely unidirectional, and often a
kind of Pidgin-knowledge emerged, a hybrid fusion of European and local knowledge and
skills. As observers have rightly pointed out, Europe played both the role of 'Prometheus
unbound' and the 'Sorcerer's apprentice'.

Over the course of 150 years, Europe's protean technologies inspired and underpinned
the globalizing ambitions of European nations. This book aims to show how technology
mediated European influence in the rest of the world and how this mediation in turn
transformed Europeans. Europeans mapped, they exploited, and they exchanged - their
interactions ranged from technological and biological genocide to treaties of cooperation
and the construction of elaborate colonial infrastructures. Quite aside from the enormous
variety of political settings, cultures and colonial programs, interrelations created
dependencies on both sides. Cultural transfers were rarely unidirectional, and often a
kind of Pidgin-knowledge emerged, a hybrid fusion of European and local knowiedge and
skills. As observers have rightly pointed out, Europe played both the role of ‘Prometheus
unbound’ and the ‘Sorcerer’s apprentice’. The Making Europe series was awarded the
Freeman Award by the European Association for the Study of Science and Technology
(EASST) in 2014, in recognition of its significant contribution to the interaction of science
and technology studies with the study of innovation.
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