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Microaggressions and Philosophy

This is the first book to offer a philosophical engagement with microaggressions. It aims
to provide an intersectional analysis of microaggressions that cuts across multiple
dimensions of oppression and marginalization, and to engage a variety of perspectives
that have been sidelined within the discipline of philosophy. The volume gathers a
diverse group of contributors: philosophers of color, philosophers with disabilities,
philosophers of various nationalities and ethnicities, and philosophers of several gender
identities. Their unique frames of analysis articulate both how the concept of
microaggressions can be used to clarify and sharpen our understanding of subtler
aspects of oppression and how analysis, expansion, and reconceiving the notion of a
microaggression can deepen and extend its explanatory power. The essays in the
volume seek to defend microaggressions from common critiques and to explain their
impact beyond the context of college students. Some of the guiding questions that this
volume explores include, but are not limited to, the following: Can microaggressions be
established as a viable scientific concept? What roles do microaggressions play in other
oppressive phenomena like transphobia, fat phobia, and abelism? How can
epistemological challenges around microaggressions be addressed via feminist theory,
critical race theory, disability theory, or epistemologies of ignorance? What insights can
be gleaned from intersectional analyses of microaggressions? Are there domain-specific
analyses of microaggressions that would give insight to features of that domain, i.e.
microaggressions related to sexuality, athletics, immigration status, national origin, body
type, or ability. Microaggressions and Philosophy features cutting-edge research on an
important topic that will appeal to a wide range of students and scholars across
disciplines. It includes perspectives from philosophy of psychology, empirically informed
philosophy, feminist philosophy, critical race theory, disability theory, philosophy of
language, philosophy of science, and social and political philosophy.
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