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Practical Wisdom, Leadership and Culture

Indigenous, Asian and Middle-Eastern Perspectives

Despite the growing attention towards the importance of practical wisdom in business
today, little research has been done about the concept of practical wisdom in the
Indigenous, Asian and Middle-Eastern traditions. Contemporary studies of wisdom are
dominated by the philosophical traditions of Western thought, which is based on the
ancient Greek concepts of wisdom. Much less is known about how practical wisdom, as
iluminated by these other traditions, can be implemented in today’s organizational
settings. This book thus fills an important gap in understanding wisdom and how it is
applied in a poly-cultural world. Wisdom is culturally bound. Wisdom is poly-cultural and
interweaves individuality and communality. Practical wisdom is inextricably connected to
many needs of contemporary personal and professional life. Moreover, the increasingly
growing poly-culturality around the world requires a better understanding of how practical
wisdom is understood in different cultures and traditions. Accordingly, there is a need for
a) poly-cultural understanding of the concept of wisdom and b) the role of practical
wisdom in a world crying out for wisdom. This book underlines the importance of
developing a poly-cultural and interdisciplinary understanding of the concept of practical
wisdom in today’s complex environment. The book offers significant insight into the
implications of the non-Western traditions of wisdom and how such an understanding of
the non-Western traditions can help us better and more critically understand and
appropriately address new multi-faceted complex emerging phenomena. While the
Western traditions offer valuable insight into the implication of wisdom in modern life, an
integrated view that brings together the Western and non-Western traditions can provide
a more critical and practical insight into how to apply practical wisdom in a contemporary
poly-cultural environment.
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