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Narrating Human Rights in Africa

Narrating Human Rights in Africa claims human rights from the perspective of artists from
the African continent and situates the key theoretical concepts in African perspectives,
undercutting the stereotypes of victimhood and voicelessness. Instead of positioning
literary texts as illustrative of points already theorized elsewhere, the author foregrounds
the literature itself to show the concepts it offers, the ideas and responses stemming from
complex historical circumstances in Africa and expressed by African writers. The book
focuses on how narrative creates new categories of thought challenging human rights
dogma, whereas the sum of the literary voices evoked also stands by the values of social
justice and protection of human rights. The chapters take up key challenges to the
narration of human rights in which the contribution of African writers is particularly
important. This includes human dignity in the resistance to apartheid, the figure of the
child soldier, how humanitarianism’s images affect representational strategies of
contemporary African writers, the challenge of testifying about rape in war, how to evoke
the disappeared body of the torture victim, the centrality of flight in the refugee and
migrant experiences, and finally the long shadow of the "heart of darkness" motif.
Offering a sustained examination of the narrative treatment of key human rights concerns
as expressed by African writers, this book will be of interest to scholars of African
literature, postcolonial studies, African studies, and human rights.
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