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The Correlates of Religion and State

This comprehensive volume examines the nature, causes, and consequences of state
religion policy in 183 countries between 1990 and 2014. Each contribution uses round 3
of the Religion and State dataset which includes information on 117 distinct state religion
policies. Secular and religious forces in society and government compete in order to
influence state religion policy in a vibrant religious economy. While governments are
more involved in religion in 2014 than they were in 1990, most states both added and
dropped religion policies during this period. This is important because these policies
impact on a number of important political, social, and economic phenomena. In this
collection the authors examine the impact of state religion policies on interstate militarized
disputes, violent domestic conflict, terrorism, and voting for political parties. They also
examine some of the factors that influence state religion policy, including the attitudes of
citizens toward religion and religious minorities, free and open elections, and having an
independent judiciary. This book was originally published as a special issue of the journal
Religion, State & Society.
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