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Challenges to Tradition and Modernity

For many contemporary observers and analysts, Morocco remains a mystery. So close to
Europe, Morocco simultaneously represents a similarly open political culture and its
complete antithesis: Human rights associations openly challenge authoritarian rule, while
an emphasis on Moroccan singularity and authenticity prevents the establishment of a
real democracy. Widespread poverty and illiteracy co-exist with a flourishing
entrepreneurial class and the display of conspicuous wealth in its cities; electoral
institutions and political parties pay allegiance to a traditional monarch; disgruntled youth
and inhabitants of shantytowns are receptive to the rhetoric of Islamic inspired violence
and terror. This book provides an introductory overview of contemporary politics and
international relations in Morocco, and gives an up to date assessment of the economy
and recent history. Drawing on key academic texts, the author provides a detailed
analysis of Morocco, focusing on issues such as: - Morocco’s role within the region -
trade policies with Europe - Morocco’s Western Sahara policy - ways of dealing with
Political Islam - the extent to which European influence has affected Moroccan society.
Easily accessible to non-specialists, practitioners, and upper level undergraduate
students, the book will be essential reading for those working in the fields of Comparative
Politics, International Relations and Middle East Studies.
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