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A History of Ottoman Economic Thought

Developments Before the Nineteenth Century

The Ottoman Empire (1299-1923) existed at the crossroads of the East and the West.
Neither the history of Western Asia, nor that of Eastern Europe, can be fully understood
without knowledge of the history of the Ottoman Empire. The question is often raised of
whether or not economic thinking can exist in a non-capitalistic society. In the Ottoman
Empire, like in all other pre-capitalistic cultures, the economic sphere was an integral part
of social life, and elements of Ottoman economic thought can frequently be found in
amongst political, social and religious ideas. Ottoman economic thinking cannot,
therefore, be analyzed in isolation; analysis of economic thinking can reveal aspects of
the entire world view of the Ottomans. Based on extensive archival work, this landmark
volume examines Ottoman economic thinking in the classical period using three
concepts: humorism, circle of justice and household economy. Basing the research upon
the writings of the Ottoman elite and bureaucrats, this book explores Ottoman economic
thinking starting from its own dynamics, avoiding the temptation to seek modern
economic theories and approaches in the Ottoman milieu.
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