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The World of Persian Literary Humanism

What does it mean to be human? Humanism has mostly considered this question from a
Western perspective. Through a detailed examination of a vast literary tradition, Hamid
Dabashi asks that question anew, from a non-European point of view. The answers are
fresh, provocative, and deeply transformative. This groundbreaking study of Persian
humanism presents the unfolding of a tradition as the creative and subversive
subconscious of Islamic civilization. Exploring how 1,400 years of Persian literature have
taken up the question of what it means to be human, Dabashi proposes that the literary
subconscious of a civilization may also be the undoing of its repressive measures. This
could account for the masculinist hostility of the early Arab conquest that accused
Persian culture of effeminate delicacy and sexual misconduct, and later of scientific and
philosophical inaccuracy. As the designated feminine subconscious of a decidedly
masculinist civilization, Persian literary humanism speaks from a hidden and defiant
vantage point-and this is what inclines it toward creative subversion. Arising neither
despite nor because of Islam, Persian literary humanism was the artistic manifestation of
a cosmopolitan urbanism that emerged in the aftermath of the seventh-century Muslim
conquest. Removed from the language of scripture and scholasticism, Persian literary
humanism occupies a distinct universe of moral obligations in which "a judicious lie," as
the thirteenth-century poet Sheykh Mosleh al-Din Sa'di writes, "is better than a seditious
truth."

39,00 €
36,45 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

Lieferfrist: bis zu 10 Tage

Artikelnummer: 9780674066717
Medium: Buch
ISBN: 978-0-674-06671-7
Verlag: Harvard University Press
Erscheinungstermin: 20.12.2012
Sprache(n): Englisch
Auflage: Erscheinungsjahr 2012
Produktform: Gebunden
Gewicht: 670 g
Seiten: 384
Format (B x H): 167 x 241 mm

Kundenservice Fachmedien Otto Schmidt
Neumannstraße 10, 40235 Düsseldorf | kundenservice@fachmedien.de | 0800 000-1637 (Inland)

28.07.2024 | 12:23 Uhr

mailto:kundenservice@fachmedien.de

