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"This is an eminently lucid, readable, and comprehensive survey of classical sociological
theory. Adams and Sydie provide thoughtful summaries and assessments of the works of
dozens of social thinkers….By significantly broadening the cannon and devoting special
attention to call, gender, and race, they bring theory up to date even as they take
seriously the rich legacy of the past. I have never read a more exciting introduction to the
theories of our discipline." --Mustafa Emirbayer, University of Wisconsin, Madison A
concise, yet surprisingly comprehensive theory text, given the range of ideas, historical
context, and theorists discussed. Unlike other books of the type, Classical Sociological
Theory focuses on how the pivotal theories contributed not only to the development of
the field, but also to the evolution of ideas concerning social life.
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