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Peptide Science -- Present and Future
Proceedings of the 1st International Peptide Symposium

In the late 1980s, Peptide Societies were established in Europe, the United States, and
Japan, and more recently, in the Asian and the Pacific Rim regions including Australia,
China, and Korea. At the time of the establishment of the American, European and
Japanese Peptide Societies, the International Liaison Organizing Committee representing
these Peptide Societies, along with the Australian Peptide Society, began discussions for
holding international confer ences which would supercede or be held in lieu of the
numerous individual meetings, held by the peptide societies of each individual country or
region. The representative of the Chinese Peptide Society participated in these discus
sion in the International Liaison Organizing Committee at the meeting of the American
Peptide Symposium in Nashville, in June 1997. After lengthy discus sions over several
years, we agreed to organize and host the International Peptide Symposium in Japan.
The First International Peptide Symposium (IPS’97) was held on November 30–December
5, 1997, in Kyoto, and was co sponsored by four Peptide Societies. The attendance at
this Symposium was 550 participants, including representatives from 32 different
countries. We were very pleased with this outcome and anticipate an even larger
attendance for forthcoming Symposia in future years. The revolution and advances in
science and technology during the past two decades has caused traditional peptide
chemistry to expand to peptide science, spreading from physical science to biology,
pharmacology, and medicine.
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