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Urban Imaginaries in Native Amazonia
Tales of Alterity, Power, and Defiance

Urban life has long intrigued Indigenous Amazonians, who regard cities as the locus of
both extraordinary power and danger. Modern and ancient cities alike have thus become
models for the representation of extreme alterity under the guise of supernatural
enchanted cities. This volume seeks to analyze how these ambiguous urban imaginaries
—complex representations that function as cognitive tools and blueprints for social action
—express a singular view of cosmopolitical relations, how they inform and shape forest-
city interactions, and the history of how they came into existence. Featuring analysis from
historical, ethnological, and philosophical perspectives, contributors seek to explain the
imaginaries’ widespread diffusion, as well as their influence in present-day migration and
urbanization. Above all, it underscores how these urban imaginaries allow Indigenous
Amazonians to express their concerns about power, alterity, domination, and defiance.
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