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South America, Central America and the Caribbean 2024

A unique combination of the latest data on, and detailed analysis of, a vast region.
Scrupulously revised and updated, this definitive survey of the countries and territories of
South America, Central America and the Caribbean combines expert analysis and
commentary, up-to-date economic and socio-political data and extensive directory
information. General Survey Essays by leading experts on the area cover issues of
regional importance, including the rise of the so-called `pink tide’ in Latin American
politics; moves towards republicanism and growing calls for reparations in the Caribbean;
the cultural and political relevance of religion in Latin America; relations between Mexico
and the USA in the context of the US opioids epidemic; popular protests in Latin America;
developments in the People’s Republic of China’s Belt and Road Initiative in the
Caribbean and Latin America; and different approaches to transitional justice in several
Latin American countries. This in-depth analysis is complemented by extensive coverage
of the activities of international organizations operating in South America, Central
America and the Caribbean, together with background information on the major
commodities of the region. Also included are detailed listings of research institutes
studying South America, Central America and the Caribbean, and comprehensive
bibliographies of books and periodicals relevant to the region. Country Surveys Individual
chapters on each country, comprising: a geographical overview and map, an essay on
the history and the economy; an extensive statistical survey of economic and
demographic indicators, including area and population, health and welfare, agriculture,
forestry, fishing, mining, industry, finance, trade, transport, tourism, communications
media and education; a directory of names, addresses and further key information on the
constitution, government, election commissions, political organizations, diplomatic
representation, judicial system, religion, the media, finance, trade and industry, transport,
tourism, defence and education. A bibliography is also provided for further research.
Regional Information full details of the main regional organizations active within Latin
America and the Caribbean. A separate section is included on major commodities of the
area. Also included is a directory of research institutes specializing in the region, and
bibliographies of books and periodicals covering the region.
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