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Politics and Identity in Chinese Martial Arts

Chinese martial arts is considered by many to symbolise the strength of the Chinese and
their pride in their history, and has long been regarded as an important element of
Chinese culture and national identity. Politics and Identity in Chinese Martial Arts
comprehensively examines the development of Chinese martial arts in the context of
history and politics, and highlights its role in nation building and identity construction over
the past two centuries. This book explores how the development of Chinese martial arts
was influenced by the ruling regimes’ political and military policies, as well as the social
and economic environment. It also discusses the transformation of Chinese martial arts
into its modern form as a competitive sport, a sport for all and a performing art,
considering the effect of the rapid transformation of Chinese society in the 20th century
and the influence of Western sports. The text concludes by examining the current
prominence of Chinese martial arts on a global scale and the bright future of the sport as
a unique cultural icon and national symbol of China in an era of globalisation. Politics and
Identity in Chinese Martial Arts is important reading for researchers, students and
scholars working in the areas of Chinese studies, Chinese history, political science and
sports studies. It is also a valuable read for anyone with a special interest in Chinese
martial arts.
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