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Opening Schools and Closing Prisons

Caring for destitute and delinquent children in Scotland 1812-1872

The book covers the period from 1812, when the Tron Riot in Edinburgh dramatically
drew attention to the ‘lamentable extent of juvenile depravity’, up to 1872, when the
Education Act (Scotland) inaugurated a system of universal schooling. During the 1840s
and 1850s in particular there was a move away from a punitive approach to young
offenders to one based on reformation and prevention. Scotland played a key role in
developing reformatory institutions — notably the Glasgow House of Refuge, the largest of
its type in the UK — and industrial schools which provided meals and education for
children in danger of falling into crime. These schools were pioneered in Aberdeen by
Sheriff William Watson and in Edinburgh by the Reverend Thomas Guthrie and exerted
considerable influence throughout the United Kingdom. The experience of the Scottish
schools was crucial in the development of legislation for a national, UK-wide system
between 1854 and 1866.
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