
Bhaduri / Ringler / Dombrowsky

Sustainability in the Water-Energy-Food Nexus

It is beyond doubt that the interconnectedness between food, energy, water security and
environmental sustainability exists and is getting amplified with increased globalization. It
has been recognized that efforts to address only one part of a systemic problem by
neglecting other inherently interlinked aspects may not lead to desirable and sustainable
outcomes. In this perspective, policy- and decision- making requires a nexus approach
that reduces trade-offs and builds synergies across sectors, and helps to reduce costs
and increase benefits for humans and nature compared to independent approaches to
the management of water, energy, food and the environment. In the past, work related to
the Nexus has looked at the interactions between water and food or water and energy,
but there has been a reluctance to bring forward a broader systematic perspective that
captures the multiple sectors and resource dependencies while understanding its cost to
the environment if we neglect these linkages. This book is a compilation of thirteen
papers published previously as a special issue of Water International, contains significant
pieces of work on the W-E-F nexus focusing on relevant tools, solutions and governance
at local and broader human scales.
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