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Piracy in Qumran
The Battle Over the Scrolls of the Pre-Christ Era

In December 1991, a two-volume edition of Dead Sea Scroll photographs was issued by
the Biblical Archaeology Society, an American group headed by Hershel Shanks. It
included an essay written by Dr. Elisha Qimron, an Israeli scholar noted for his work in
the language of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Publication of this reconstruction and transcription
resulted in a lawsuit in Israel and the United States between Qimron and Shanks. Piracy
in Qumran analyzes this legal controversy, which rocked the scholarly world of Biblical
and archaeological studies at the time, and which still resonates today. Qimron's long
years of research so as to decipher one of the scrolls that dated from the years
immediately preceding the Christian Era led him to revolutionary conclusions. He had
controversial ideas about the ancient laws of purity of the Essenes, the authors of the
scrolls, and their problematic relationships with the two main streams of Judaism. Read or
reconstructed differently, this same text might yield very different conclusions. The
emphasis in Raphael Israeli's volume is on legal and moral aspects of intellectual
property law as it relates to works of historical reconstruction. There are questions about
whether Qimron's work constitutes something original, the fruit of his creativity (and thus
is copyrightable) versus whether it is merely a copy of an ancient blurred text, in the
public domain, reconstructed by a modern author. This book does not simply take a
position with respect to the matter of Qimron versus Shanks, it asks the reader to
consider the controversy's implications for such topics as freedom of press. Although
there are other books available about the Dead Sea Scrolls, no other study examines the
social and cultural implications of this crisis in such detail. The story itself is intriguing for
those who are not specialists in the subject, but are generally interested in the issues
raised by the controversy. It will be of intense interest to scholars and students of religion
or international law and historians of the Dead Sea Scrolls.

99,50 €
92,99 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

Lieferfrist: bis zu 10 Tage

Artikelnummer: 9781412807036
Medium: Buch
ISBN: 978-1-4128-0703-6
Verlag: Taylor & Francis Inc
Erscheinungstermin: 15.04.2008
Sprache(n): Englisch
Auflage: 1. Auflage 2008
Produktform: Gebunden
Gewicht: 431 g
Seiten: 230
Format (B x H): 160 x 231 mm

Kundenservice Fachmedien Otto Schmidt
Neumannstraße 10, 40235 Düsseldorf | kundenservice@fachmedien.de | 0800 000-1637 (Inland)

19.07.2024 | 19:28 Uhr

mailto:kundenservice@fachmedien.de

