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Design, Function and Meaning

Inspired by research undertaken for the new Medieval & Renaissance Galleries at the
Victoria and Albert Museum, Re-thinking Renaissance Objects explores and often
challenges some of the key issues and current debates relating to Renaissance art and
culture. * Puts forward original research, including evidence provided by an in-depth
study arising from the Medieval & Renaissance Gallery project * Contributions are
unusual in their combination of a variety of approaches, but with each paper starting with
an examination of the objects themselves * New theories emerge from several papers,
some of which challenge current thinking

Re-thinking Renaissance Objects considers key issues at the heart of current scholarly
debate on Renaissance art and culture. Inspired by research that has developed from
the redisplay of the outstanding Medieval and Renaissance collections at the Victoria and
Albert Museum, the authors use the objects themselves as their starting point in their
papers. The book explores and often challenges assumptions about the interconnection
between sacred and secular belief, the problems inherent in making distinctions between
'artists' and 'artisans’, and the various ways in which ideas were exchanged across media
and cultural boundaries. This object-based approach has often helped revolutionize our
thinking not only about individual pieces but also about the culture for which these works
were created. The volume brings together V&A curators with other experts. The result is
an impressive range of contributions which build on a wealth of existing scholarship in
order to cast new light on the appearance, meaning, style and function of a collection of
Renaissance artistic works.
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