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Karl Freund
The Life and Films

Karl Freund is the most important film pioneer you've never heard of. From the silent film
era to the rise of the American sitcom, Freund was there at every turn. Countless camera
techniques can be traced back to his "unchained camera." His lighting setup for filming I
Love Lucy live remains standard to this day. He was the man behind the lens for many
influential and award-winning films, from Metropolis to The Good Earth to Key Largo. This
biography is the first book-length look at one of the world's greatest cameramen. It details
the events of his early life, his entrance into the world of film, his work in both Germany
and America, and his legacy, while also putting his life and films into the historical context
of the 20th century. The author gives particular attention to Freund's role in the early
horror films Der Golem, Dracula, Murders in the Rue Morgue, The Mummy, and Mad
Love.
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