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This publication traces the corporate path to power and influence in the modern world,
and explores whether corporations of the future will become superpowers in their own
right or, like the dinosaurs, give way to superior forms. It examines how the emergence of
empire-building firms in 16th century Europe gave way to the dominance of American
corporations in the 19th and 20th centuries, which is now under threat as new types of
corporations arise in China and elsewhere. The book offers surprising insights, such as
why the explorer Sebastian Cabot incorporated while Christopher Columbus did not, how
the US Constitution’s silence on corporations gave rise to America’s industrial
dominance, and how a 19th century company making matches emerged as the Amazon
of its day only to later lose its technological edge. It also discusses the many ways in
which societies attempt to reign in corporate power, and the strategies of corporations to
bypass controls. The text, furthermore, considers the startling ways in which new social
movements, emerging business models and developing technologies—from bitcoin to
artificial intelligence—will shape the corporations of the future. This book will introduce
readers to the legal concept of a corporation, along with the economic and societal
factors that gave rise to it as the primary means of conducting business in the modern
world. With its broad sweep of history, current relevance, and insightful look to the future,
this text will appeal to both scholarly and general audiences.
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