
Engler / Fujiwara / Thurfjell

Global Phenomenologies of Religion
An Oral History in Interviews

Global Phenomenologies of Religion offers a new way of looking at the past, current and
future trajectory of the study of religion. The phenomenology of religion was once widely
acknowledged to be the core of the study of religion as an autonomous discipline. First
used as a term by the Dutch scholar Chantepie de la Saussaye in 1887, it was developed
by Gerardus van der Leeuw in the 1930s and 40s, became popular in the 1960s and 70s
and then met severe criticism, virtually disappearing by the beginning of the twenty-first
century. This book adds to our global understanding of the history of the study of
religion. Interviews with scholars from ten different countries offer a lived history, covering
more than half a century. The resulting picture is diverse and nuanced, revealing
important national and regional differences, and challenging long-held views about the
rise and decline of this venerable approach to the study of religion.
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