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Libraries and Public Perception
A Comparative Analysis of the European Press

What is the future of libraries? This question is frequently posed, with widespread
research into the social and economic impact of libraries. Newspapers play an important
role in forming public perceptions, but how do newspapers present libraries, their past,
present and future? Nobody has yet taken the press to task on the quantity and quality of
articles on libraries, however Libraries and Public Perception does just this, through
comparative textual analysis of newspapers in Europe. After a comprehensive and useful
introductory chapter, the book consists of the following five chapters: Wondering about
the future of libraries; Measuring the value of libraries; Libraries in the newspapers;
Contemporary challenges and public perception; Which library model from the
newspapers: a synthesis.
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