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Silence and Memory

This issue of Memory focuses on silence and its implications for memory, and also for the
implications of silences that extend beyond memory, to the functioning of individuals,
groups, and societies. Silence can represent things taken for granted, and also things
unsayable. The memory implications of silencing are complex. In terms of traditional
memory research concerns — with accuracy and completeness — silencing has clearly
negative implications. But silencing is also a means by which self and group become
aligned in their views of the past. The contributions here make a strong case for memory
researchers to consider what is not recalled, as well as what is.
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