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The Law of Politics

This book is the first dedicated monograph on the law on democratic politics in Australia.
It synthesises the law on elections, with a central focus on political parties, parliamentary
elections and referenda at Federal and State levels. It unearths the rules that apply to
elections and referenda, campaigning and political broadcasting, and political parties and
money. It explains them in their political context and, while it draws on some local
government case law, its focus is parliamentary politics. The longest chapter of the book
is devoted to the role of courts in overseeing elections, particularly the jurisdiction of
petitioning or challenging election outcomes. Orr uses all five sources of electoral law, its
development, expression and interpretation, in Australia: constitutions; courts and
tribunals; legislation; parliamentary committees; and electoral commissions. He
documents the extraordinary detail of the legislation (there has to be a pencil in each
electoral booth!) and the array of obscure cases the law has given rise to. Supported
under a grant from The Law Foundation of South Australia.
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