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This book explores the new Greek exoticism by examining political and cultural
mechanisms that contribute to Greece’s image and self-image construction. The
contributions shed light on the subject from different perspectives, including political
science, history of ideas, sociology, cultural studies, and art criticism. In the first part, the
book provides a historical review with a focus on philhellenism, perceptions of antiquity
and modernity, and the evolution of Greece as an idea. The second part looks at the
current Greek crisis and analyses ideological, political and cultural aspects and
stereotypes that contributed to the formation of contemporary Greek culture. The third
and final part discusses notions such as aestheticism, idealism and pragmaticism, and
deconstructs narrations of Greece through artistic media, such as films and exhibitions,
which present a new oriental Utopia.
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