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Africa and the Formation of the New System of
International Relations
Rethinking Decolonization and Foreign Policy Concepts

This book discusses the prospects for the development of the African continent as part of
the emerging system of international relations in the twenty-first century. African
countries are playing an increasingly important part in the current system of international
relations. Nevertheless, even 60 years after gaining their independence, most of them
are confronted with regional and global issues that are directly related to their colonial
past and its influence. Due to Africa’s wealth of natural and geopolitical resources, the
possibility of interference in the internal affairs of African countries on the part of new and
traditional global actors remains very real. Leading Africanists, together with international
scholars from both international relations and African studies, examine the experience of
decolonization, the impact of the emergence of a unipolar world on the African continent,
and the growing influence of new international actors on the African continent in the
twenty-first century. In addition, the importance of African countries’ foreign policy
concepts and ideological attitudes in the post-bipolar period is revealed. “This volume
strengthens the intellectual bridge between Russian, African and Western scholars of
international relations. Strongly recommended!” Vladimir G. Shubin, Institute for African
Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences “This book presents a wide range of prominent
global scholars who bring a wealth of knowledge on the subject of Africa and the world.”
Gilbert Khadiagala, Jan Smuts Professor of International Relations and Director of the
African Centre for the Study of the USA (ACSUS) at the University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg, South Africa. “As a genuine contribution to the field of international
relations and Global South Agency, this book should be in every institution of higher
education’s library.” Lembe Tiky, Director of Academic Development, International
Studies Association.
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