Conner / Grossman / Palmer

Screening Contemporary Irish Fiction and Drama

In this book, each chapter explores significant Irish texts in their literary, cultural, and
historical contexts. With an introduction that establishes the multiple critical contexts for
Irish cinema, literature, and their adaptive textual worlds, the volume addresses some of
the most popular and important late 20th-Century and 21st Century works that have had
an impact on the Irish and global cinema and literary landscape. A remarkable series of
acclaimed and profitable domestic productions during the past three decades has
accompanied, while chronicling, Ireland’s struggle with self-identity, national
consciousness, and cultural expression, such that the story of contemporary Irish cinema
is in many ways the story of the young nation’s growth pains and travails. Whereas Irish
literature had long stood as the nation’s foremost artistic achievement, it is not too much
to say that film now rivals literature as Ireland’s key form of cultural expression. The
proliferation ofsuccessful screen versionings of Irish fiction and drama shows how
intimately the contemporary Irish cinema is tied to the project of both understanding and
complicating (even denying) a national identity that has undergone radical change during
the past three decades. This present volume is the first to present a collective accounting
of that productive synergy, which has seen so much of contemporary Irish literature
transferred to the screen.

“A timely collection on screen adaptation that manages to be both wide-ranging in scope
but sharply focused on current debates within one of the enduring modes of Irish
cinematic production. It offers fresh perspectives on a new generation of film and
filmmakers.” —Lance Pettitt, Birkbeck, University of London, UK In this book, each
chapter explores significant Irish texts in their literary, cultural, and historical contexts.
With an introduction that establishes the multiple critical contexts for Irish cinema,
literature, and their adaptive textual worlds, the volume addresses some of the most
popular and important late 20th-Century and 21st Century works that have had an impact
on the Irish and global cinema and literary landscape. A remarkable series of acclaimed
and profitable domestic productions during the past three decades has accompanied,
while chronicling, Ireland’s struggle with self-identity, national consciousness, and cultural
expression, such that the story of contemporary Irish cinema is in many ways the story of
the young nation’s growth pains and travails. Whereas Irish literature had long stood as
the nation’s foremost artistic achievement, it is not too much to say that film now rivals
literature as Ireland’s key form of cultural expression. The proliferation of successful
screen versionings of Irish fiction and drama shows how intimately the contemporary Irish
cinema is tied to the project of both understanding and complicating (even denying) a
national identity that has undergone radical change during the past three decades. This
present volume is the first to present a collective accounting of that productive synergy,
which has seen so much of contemporary Irish literature transferred to the screen. Marc
C. Conner is the President of Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York, USA,
where he is also professor of English. Julie Grossman is Professor of English and
Communication and Film Studies at Le Moyne College, USA. R. Barton Palmer is the
Calhoun Lemon Professor of Literature emeritus at Clemson University, USA, where he
taught from 1995-2019.
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