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In Ciceros Schrift De fato spiegelt sich die Diskussion, die im Zeitalter des Hellenismus
darüber geführt wurde, ob alles, was geschieht, durch das Schicksal bestimmt ist, in einer
Weise wider, die diese Schrift nicht nur als ein philosophiehistorisches Zeugnis, sondern
auch als einen Beitrag zur systematischen Philosophie lesenswert macht. Denn die Frage
nach dem Schicksal wird in ihr nicht nur aus den verschiedenen Perspektiven beleuchtet,
aus denen die Stoiker, die Epikureer und die Neuakademiker über sie diskutierten,
sondern auch unter den verschiedenen Aspekten, unter denen sie als ein sowohl die
Naturphilosophie und die Ethik als auch die Logik berührendes Problem Gegenstand
dieser Diskussion war. Dass Cicero sich nicht damit begnügt, über diese Diskussion zu
berichten, sondern sich selbst als Anwalt der Neuakademiker in engagierter Weise in sie
einbringt, verleiht seiner Schrift einen besonderen Reiz.

Cicero's De fato reflects the discussion that took place in the age of Hellenism about
whether everything that happens is determined by fate in a way that makes this writing
worth reading not only as a philosophical-historical testimony, but also as a contribution
to systematic philosophy. For the question of fate is illuminated in it not only from the
various perspectives from which the Stoics, Epicureans and Neo-Academics discussed it,
but also from the various aspects from which it was the subject of this discussion as a
problem touching on natural philosophy and ethics as well as logic. The fact that Cicero
does not content himself with reporting on this discussion, but rather engages in it himself
as an advocate of the Neo-Academics, lends his writing a special charm.

Since 1923 the Sammlung Tusculum has published authoritative editions of Greek and
Latin works together with a German translation. The original texts are comprehensively
annotated, and feature an introductory chapter. In the new volumes, additional essays
delve into specific aspects of the works, illuminating their historical context and reception
to the present day. The high academic quality of the new editions together with clearly
written essays and annotations make the Sammlung Tusculum essential reading for
students who are discovering an ancient author for the first time as well as professional
scholars who would like to gain a deeper understanding of specific aspects of a given
work. Moreover, the series is ideal for lay readers who would like to engage with antiquity
through a reliable German translation. The series contains over 270 titles, available in
print and eBook editions, making previously out-of-print titles and rarities available again
for the first time. In order to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the series, De Gruyter is
proud to present Tusculum Online, an eBook package which contains all titles that
appeared between 1923 and 2013 – a fitting tribute to an important part of German
publishing history. For more information, please see www.degruyter.com/tusculum
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