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Ecclesiastical History
The Extant Fragments With an Appendix containing the Fragments from Dogmatic
Writings

Gelasius, the Nicene bishop of Caesarea Maritima for roughly the last third of the fourth
century, has been overshadowed by his more famous uncle and patron Cyril of
Jerusalem. Gelasius’ works are preserved only fragmentarily in later authors. The most
important of his writings was a church history, which supplemented and continued that of
his eminent predecessor Eusebius. Later ecclesiastical historians and hagiographers,
such as Rufinus of Aquileia, drew on Gelasius’ history extensively, although usually
without attribution. It furnished them with a model for Nicene historiography and with
material on topics such as the youth of the emperor Constantine, the discovery of the
True Cross in Jerusalem, the Council of Nicaea, and the beginnings of Christianity in
Ethiopia and Georgia. The fragments of Gelasius’ Ecclesiastical History are presented
here systematically for the fi rst time. They are accompanied by the fragments of his
doctrinal writings as well as all known testimonia about the bishop’s life and work. The
edition is introduced by a thorough discussion of the sources and includes a facing
English translation and notes.

Die Reihe Die Griechischen Christlichen Schriftsteller der ersten Jahrhunderte (GCS)
veröffentlicht seit 1897 (zuerst in Leipzig, dann in Berlin) die Ergebnisse des
Akademieprojektes Griechische Christliche Schriftsteller, begonnen in der damaligen
Königlich Preußischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, unter dem Titel Die
alexandrinische und antiochenische Bibelexegese fortgeführt in der Berlin-
Brandenburgischen Akademie der Wissenschaften. Sie bietet in großen kritischen
Ausgaben mit historisch orientierenden Einleitungen und Registern diejenigen Werke, die
ursprünglich im griechischsprachigen Teil des antiken kaiserzeitlichen Christentums
entstanden sind und nicht von den anderen großen Editionsreihen herausgegeben
werden. Für die ersten drei Jahrhunderte wird dabei Vollständigkeit angestrebt.
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