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Die hier vorliegende Neuübersetzung von Platons Menon enthält eine ausführliche
Einführung, in der die Umstände der Abfassung, die möglichen Adressaten, die Figuren
des Dialogs sowie dessen Thema und Fragestellung erörtert werden. Die Übersetzung
beruht auf dem griechischen Text von Bluck (1964). Daher sind in dem reproduzierten
griechischen Text (nach Burnet 1903) die Änderungen eingearbeitet, die sich aus dem
Text von Bluck ergeben. Darüber hinaus werden an einer Reihe von Stellen Änderungen
für den griechischen Text vorgeschlagen, teils aufgrund eigener oder fremder
Konjekturen, teils aufgrund anderer Lesarten in den Handschriften, von denen einige
auch für das philosophische Verständnis des Dialogs von Bedeutung sind. Die
Erläuterungen legen zum einen Wert auf eine genaue Analyse der Argumente des
Gesprächs, zum anderen auf die literarischen Aspekte. Hierbei sprechen die Bezüge zu
sizilischen Autoren (Gorgias, Empedokles, Theognis) zusammen mit den an die Komödie
erinnernden Elementen dafür, dass Platon bei der Abfassung ein sizilisches Publikum vor
Augen hatte. Aus diesen Voraussetzungen ergibt sich ein neues Verständnis
verschiedener Positionen, die diesem Dialog zugeschrieben werden.

This new translation of Plato's Menon contains a detailed introduction which discusses
the circumstances of its composition, the possible addressees, the characters of the
dialogue as well as its theme and questions. The translation is based on the Greek text
by Bluck (1964). Therefore, the reproduced Greek text (after Burnet 1903) incorporates
the changes resulting from Bluck's text. In addition, changes to the Greek text are
suggested in a number of places, partly on the basis of our own or other conjectures,
partly on the basis of other readings in the manuscripts, some of which are also important
for the philosophical understanding of the dialogue. The explanations emphasise a
precise analysis of the arguments of the dialogue on the one hand, and the literary
aspects on the other. The references to Sicilian authors (Gorgias, Empedocles,
Theognis) together with the elements reminiscent of comedy suggest that Plato had a
Sicilian audience in mind when writing the dialogue. These premises give rise to a new
understanding of various positions attributed to this dialogue.

Since 1923 the Sammlung Tusculum has published authoritative editions of Greek and
Latin works together with a German translation. The original texts are comprehensively
annotated, and feature an introductory chapter. In the new volumes, additional essays
delve into specific aspects of the works, illuminating their historical context and reception
to the present day. The high academic quality of the new editions together with clearly
written essays and annotations make the Sammlung Tusculum essential reading for
students who are discovering an ancient author for the first time as well as professional
scholars who would like to gain a deeper understanding of specific aspects of a given
work. Moreover, the series is ideal for lay readers who would like to engage with antiquity
through a reliable German translation. The series contains over 270 titles, available in
print and eBook editions, making previously out-of-print titles and rarities available again
for the first time. In order to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the series, De Gruyter is
proud to present Tusculum Online, an eBook package which contains all titles that
appeared between 1923 and 2013 – a fitting tribute to an important part of German
publishing history. For more information, please see www.degruyter.com/tusculum
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