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Humanity: An Endangered Idea?

The idea of humanity is more controversial today than ever before. Traditionally, answers
to the questions about our humanity and 'humanitas' (Cicero) have been sought along
five routes: by contrasting the human with the non-human (other animals), with the more
than human (the divine), with the inhuman (negative human behaviors), with the
superhuman (what humans will become), or with the transhuman (thinking machines). In
each case the question at stake and the point of comparison is a different one, and in all
those respects the idea of humanity has been defined differently. What makes humans
human? What does it mean for humans to live a human life? What is the humanitas for
which we ought to strive? This volume discusses key philosophical and theological issues
in the current debate, with a particular focus on transhumanism, artificial intelligence, and
the ethical challenges facing humanity in our technological culture.
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