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US Foreign Policy in the Middle East

The Case for Continuity

This book provides a comprehensive historical overview of US foreign policy in the Middle
East using the theoretical framework of offensive realism and highlighting the role of
geography and regional power distribution in guiding foreign policy. It argues that the US
has been pursuing the same geostrategic interests from President Truman’s policy of
containment to President Obama’s speak softly and carry a big stick policy, and contends
that the US-Iran relationship has been largely characterized by continued cooperation
due to shared geostrategic interests. The book highlights the continuity in US foreign
policy over the last seven decades and offers a prediction for US foreign policy in
reaction to current and future global events. As such, it will serve as a reference guide
for not only scholars but also policy analysts and practitioners.
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