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Ending identity conflicts through negotiated agreements is an intractable process that is
embedded complexly in the nation-building process. Ariel Hernandez looks on the
complexity of the nation-building process in the Philippines and how its social and political
context constrains the achievement of a peace agreement that would withhold new
challenges as the process unfolds. Mediation as one of the possible modes of
intervention to resolve identity conflicts is taken as the self-evident instrument to end the
40 year old conflict between the Filipino society at large and the Bangsamoro. The
analysis confirms that mediation and other types of intervention are contributing to the
intractability of identity conflicts by bringing in further complexities in the negotiation
process. The conceptualization of “stumbling blocks” may provide knowledge based
resources to develop strategies to “facilitate” the mediation process that allows
negotiating parties to cope with the complexity of the bargaining table.
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