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Tertiary Student Migration from Central Asia to Germany
Cases of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan

Nargiza Abdullaeva examines student migration phenomenon from Central Asia to
Germany. In her research she combines inimitably three levels of analysis: micro level
explores Central Asian students’ and graduates’ individual characteristics, their life
courses before and during their studies in Germany, students’ return/non-return
intentions after graduation in Germany and their motivations. Meso level deals with
circular migration and social remittances’ transfer, and the macro level looks into policy
mechanisms on the part of sending Central Asian republics and Germany as a receiving
country. The findings reveal that the student migration serves as a realistic channel for
the out-migration of highly qualified people (brain-drain) and that the brain circulation
practically does not exist.
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