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Empirical Research within Resource-Based Theory

A Meta-Analysis of the Central Propositions

In the last ten years, the Resource-Based View (RBV) has become an important
theoretical approach in strategic management. Concurrently, or at least since the
contribution of Priem/Butler, there has been an increase in criticism of the theoretical and
empirical power of the RBV. In this context Katja Nothnagel identifies three main
deficiencies in the present discussion on the RBV: 1. An inadequate understanding of the
central constructs and the empirically revisable hypotheses of the RBV. 2. An insufficient
comprehension regarding the state of the art of the empirical research on the RBV and
therefore of the empirical power of the RBV. 3. An inadequate systematic in respect to
the methodical problems and the evaluation of alternative methods of research. This is
the starting point of Katja Nothnagel’s thesis, in that she aims to contribute to the
elimination of all three deficiencies. Firstly, she concentrates on the ten most important
theoretical publications on the RBV and thus identifies the three central constructs:
resources, performance, and markets. These three central constructs are described in
detail and defined. This represents an essential step in the establishment of a theory.
Based on this she develops six central empirically revisable hypotheses for the RBV.
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