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Emotionen im >Tristan<
Untersuchungen zu ihrer Paradigmatik

From the viewpoint of emotion theory, Gottfried von Straßburg’s Tristan is especially
significant not only because of its emphasis on emotions within the context of conflicts,
decisions and interactions, but also because of the different ways in which emotions are
portrayed. These forms of organizing the textual material will be conceptualized as
“paradigmatic poetics.” Due to the rich variety of emotions represented in this narrative,
Tristan and Isolde is also of special interest for research into the broader history of
representations of emotions in medieval fictional literature. In light of recent theories on
emotionality, performativity, and narratology, the monograph aims at an reassessment of
central episodes of medieval Tristan romances, in particular German version. It is a
comparative study, which uses historical as well as modern approaches to emotions to
reveal new insights into this classic text and its surrounding literary traditions. The
concept of performativity has the fundamental conceptual advantage of allowing the
pragmatic functions of emotions to be treated on different levels. This includes the study
of how emotion is related to the body as well as to language, and of the social dynamics
associated with emotions.
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