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Dictionary of Sonom Gara's Erdeni-Yin Sang
A Middle Mongol Version of the Tibetan Sa Skya Legs Bshad. Mongol - English - Tibetan

This then is the first full dictionary of the earliest Mongol version of the thirteenth-century
moral guide Sa skya Legs bshad that was compiled in Tibetan by the famous high priest
and scholar Sa skya Pandita, and as such an indispensable tool for the study of Tibeto-
Mongol translation techniques, and Mongol language history in general. The medieval
Mongol translator Sonom Gara’s words written in Uygur letters or printed in Kubilai’s
Square Script are listed here in transcription together with an English interpretation and
their equivalents in the Tibetan original. Parallel passages are quoted from later
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Mongol translations. The foreword extensively
discusses the strophic structure, notions and values, discrepancies between the Tibetan
and the Middle Mongol versions, Uygur elements and other peculiarities of Sonom Gara’s
language.
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