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The Mystery of the Earth

Mysticism and Hasidism in the Thought of Martin Buber

Challenging the prevalent view that in order to establish his “Dialogical” thought Martin
Buber had to forsake his earlier “mystical” work, Israel Koren demonstrates instead that
mystical paradigms serve as the foundation for Buber’s dialogue and endow it with
greater depth. While most scholars portray Buber’s dialogical thought mainly in its
Western and modern philosophical background, the author examines Buber’s
interpretation of Hasidic themes such as Devekut (attachment to God) among others, in
order to establish that his dialogical writings evolved out of his interpretation of Judaism
in general, his understanding of the Hasidic conception of the world and the mission of
man in Hasidism in particular. Buber’s work is therefore shown to be original mystical neo-
Hasidic thought, which serves as a new link in the historical chain of Jewish mysticism.
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