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The six-volume Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism -with first volume published in 2009 and
to be completed in 2014 with Vol. 6- is a thematic encyclopedia, presenting the latest
research on all the main aspects of the Hindu traditions in original essays written by the
world’s foremost scholars on Hinduism. The Encyclopedia explicitly adopts an
interdisciplinary and pluralistic approach, and in it, the term “Hinduism” is used critically in
the knowledge that most of the traditions that today make up Hinduism are much older
than the term itself. The Encyclopedia aims at a balanced and even-handed view of
Hinduism, recognizing the tensions inherent in the academic examination of Hinduism. It
emphasizes that Hinduism is a conglomerate of regional religious traditions and at the
same time a global world religion. Hinduism is also both an ancient historical tradition and
a living tradition flourishing in the contemporary world. It is an oral tradition, yet one with a
huge number of sacred texts at its basis. Hinduism is both a religious identity and an
object of academic scholarship. Illustrated with maps and photographs, Brill’s
Encyclopedia presents the learned philosophical and theological traditions of Hinduism
as well as its many folk traditions. Covering the spread of Hinduism over the last two
hundred years to all the continents as well as the interaction of Hinduism with other
religions, it also portrays the various responses of Hindu traditions to a number of
contemporary issues of great relevance today, such as feminism, human rights,
egalitarianism, bioethics, and so on.

Covering the entire breadth of the previous five installments, volume VI of Brill’s
Encyclopedia of Hinduism is an essential reference guide offering systematized insight
into the terminology of this comprehensive work of scholarship.In addition, it presents a
dozen articles that are missing from earlier volumes. The rich general index consists of all
terms from the past volumes. Each concept term included in the general index is glossed
and identified by language (Sanskrit, the Indic vernaculars, Persian, etc.). Moreover, the
general index is divided into some two dozen categories, such as divinities, performance
traditions, religious traditions, and poets/teachers/saints (the latter two further separated
into pre-19th century and modern). With an estimated 25,000 entries, this index volume
represents a valuable companion to the main-entry essays and an indispensable
resource for all who study the history and structure of Hindu traditions. Please see Brill's
Encyclopedia of Hinduism (6 vols set) ISBN 978 90 04 27128 9 (Publication December
2014) for the complete set information.
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