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The exceptional place women held in Manichaeism, in everyday life or myth, is the object
of this book. Relying on firsthand Manichaean texts in several languages and on
polemical sources, as well as on iconography, the various papers analyze aspects of
women’s social engagement by spreading Mani’s doctrine, working to support the
community, or corresponding with other Manichaean groups. Topics such as women’s
relation to the body and elect or hearer status are also investigated. The major role
played by female entities in the myth is enlightened through occidental and oriental texts
and paintings discovered in Central Asia and China.
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