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The Constitution of Phenomenal Consciousness
Toward a science and theory

Philosophers of mind have been arguing for decades about the nature of phenomenal
consciousness and the relation between brain and mind. More recently, neuroscientists
and philosophers of science have entered the discussion. Which neural activities in the
brain constitute phenomenal consciousness, and how could science distinguish the
neural correlates of consciousness from its neural constitution? At what level of neural
activity is consciousness constituted in the brain and what might be learned from well-
studied phenomena like binocular rivalry, attention, memory, affect, pain, dreams and
coma? What should the science of consciousness want to know and what should
explanation look like in this field? How should the constitution relation be applied to brain
and mind and are other relations like identity, supervenience, realization, emergence and
causation preferable? Building on a companion volume on the constitution of visual
consciousness (AiCR 90), this volume addresses these questions and related empirical
and conceptual territory. It brings together, for the first time, scientists and philosophers
to discuss this engaging interdisciplinary topic.
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