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Left sentence periphery, verb placement and verb-second

This monograph is the first book-length study on Old High German syntax from a
generative perspective in twenty years. It provides an in-depth exploration of the Old High
German pre-verb-second grammar by answering the following questions: To what extent
did generalized verb movement exist in Old High German? Was there already obligatory
XP-movement to the left periphery in declarative root clauses? What deviations from the
linear verb-second restriction are attested and what do such phenomena reveal about
the structure of the left sentence periphery? Did verb placement play the same role in
sentence typing as in the modern verb-second languages? A further major topic is null
subjects: It is claimed that Old High German was a partial pro-drop language. All these
issues are addressed from a comparative-diachronic perspective by integrating research
on other Old Germanic languages, in particular on Old English and Gothic. This book is
of interest to all those working in the fields of comparative Germanic syntax and historical
linguistics.
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