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Freedoms, Fragility and Job Creation
Perspectives from Jammu and Kashmir, India

This book argues that inequality of basic freedoms—economic, political, sociocultural—is
a central cause of fragility and challenge to job creation in fragile geopolitical situations. It
is based on extensive official data and stakeholder interactions in the conflict-ridden
Indian border state of Jammu and Kashmir, and involves a case study research
methodology. This is the first book which invokes the philosophical perspective of
freedom to analyze two of the most pressing challenges of our time—fragility and job
creation—and, as such, makes a fundamental contribution to both strands of academic
and policy literature. From this perspective, development in the sense of freedoms—
particularly the enhancement of human agency through jobs—should be a central
strategy in tackling fragility. Most literature on Indian Kashmir has been emotional or
political in nature, lacking the serious yet interesting multidisciplinary focus presented
here—which is a historical assessment of Kashmir’s political economy, economic indices,
employment patterns, challenges of infrastructure and human capital. Ending with a set
of long-, medium- and immediate-term policy recommendations to address the challenge
of jobs in the state, this is the only book on Indian Kashmir which is at once philosophical,
social-scientific and policy-oriented in nature. Academics in development studies,
regional development, political science and international relations, international
organizations working in fragile regions around the world, national and international
policymakers, the private sector, civil society, media as well as ordinary readers
interested in the issue of Kashmir will find it engaging and useful.
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