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This edited volume brings together a wide range of academics to engage with inter-
disciplinary research perspectives in response to the development of The Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) which opens unparalleled opportunities to gain access to new markets in
Asia, Europe and Africa. The collection examines opportunities offered in key areas such
as trade and investment, policy coordination, facilities connectivity and cultural exchange.
It also notably considers how the historical, environmental, cultural and political
background to the BRI impacts this hugely ambitious plan which has been described as
the ‘new Silk Road', as well as the challenges across these spheres in a part of the world
which has witnessed much instability historically. Chapter "Between Adoption and
Resistance. China’s Efforts of ‘Understanding the West,’ the Challenges of Transforming
Monarchical Legitimacy, and the Rise of Oriental Exceptionalism, 1860-1910” is available
open access under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License via
link.springer.com.
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