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India;s Economy and Society

Lateral Explorations

This book is a collection of fifteen contributions that undertake a detailed analysis of
seven broad dimensions of India’s economy and society. All the contributions approach
the problems in their respective areas empirically, while being theoretically informed. The
book begins with a section containing detailed and empirically supported chapters on the
recent crisis in India’s agricultural sector and the reforms in the agricultural markets.
Another section is dedicated to the issue of infrastructure financing, and new ways of
financing large infrastructural projects are critically examined. Other sections are related
to innovations and technology impacts on industry; international trade; health and
education; labor and employment; and the very important issue of gender. The selected
discussion topics are both of contemporary importance and expected to remain so for
some time. Most of the chapters introduce readers to data in addition to methods of
analyzing this data, to arrive at policy-oriented conclusions. The rich collection carries
learnings for researchers working on a wide range of topics related to development
studies, as well as for policymakers and corporate watchers.
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